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CHAP, xxvi, only son. It does not appear that any authority
was thereupon given for the performance of the
required ceremony; it seems rather that Sir David
Ochterlony deemed himself authorised to proceed to
it in virtue of some remarks of a general character
contained in the despatch, in which the government
called for information as to the existence of other
claimants of the throne. In January, 1825, ho ap-
prized the government of his intention of complying
with the wishes of the llajah by acknowledging lite
son, and early in February the ceremony of investiture
took place. On the 26th of that month the llajah*
Buldeo Singh, died.
Doorjun Saul *was not slow to avail himself of
this event for advancing his own viowB, notwith-
standing the recognition by the British government
of the right of the deceased Eajah'B son. Several
battalions having been gained over to MB interest,
the fort was attacked and taken, the uncle of the
Rajah murdered, and the boy seized by the usurper.
Sir David Ochterlony, on learning this, adopted mea-
sures, on his own responsibility, for assembling the
largest disposable force which could be obtained, aid-
ed by a formidable battering and bombarding train,
in order to vindicate the rights of the youthful Ha*
jah of Bhurtpore and the dignity of the Britinh
government. He at the same time issued a procla-
mation addressed to the Jaut population, calling on
them to rise in defenfce of their lawful sovereign,
and setting forth that British troops were advancing
to rescue Bulwunt Singh from Ijfo handw; that they